
ONE CHURCH.
ONE MISSION.

ONE FUND.



YEARS OF HISTORY
Back in the 60’s, a group of twenty-
five people altered their lives to 
pursue a bold calling: beginning a 
new church. These young families, 
many leaving well-established 
churches, would end up gathering 
in a school, relying on each other 
as if they were family. Nevertheless, 
they remained fixed on the vision 
God had given them for the Warren 
community, and were blessed with the 
opportunity to see it come to life. 

What began as a leap of faith has now 
expanded to three thriving church 
campuses in Macomb County, with 
an average of over 1,300 weekly 
attenders, and online viewers from 
around the country.
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LIVES ARE CHANGED WHEN WE ENGAGE IN INTIMACY WITH 
GOD, COMMUNITY WITH EACH OTHER, AND INFLUENCE 
WITH OTHERS. WE DO THIS THROUGH 5 MAIN AREAS:

WE GATHER ON THE  WEEKENDS  TO WORSHIP
Strengthening our relationship with Jesus, and inviting friends to 
join us.

WE  INFLUENCE  OUR NEIGHBORS 
Reaching our neighbors in Macomb County and around the world.

WE UNITE THROUGH  GROUPS
Helping each other pray, study, and live on mission for Jesus.

WE TEACH OUR  KIDS
Partnering with families to teach our children to trust, love, and 
serve God. 

WE TRAIN OUR  STUDENTS
Investing in the next generation as we worship, group up, and 
serve together. 

THEY DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO THE 
APOSTLES’ TEACHING AND TO FELLOW-
SHIP, TO THE BREAKING OF BREAD AND 
TO PRAYER. EVERYONE WAS FILLED 
WITH AWE AT THE MANY WONDERS AND 
SIGNS PERFORMED BY THE APOSTLES. 
ALL THE BELIEVERS WERE TOGETHER 
AND HAD EVERYTHING IN COMMON. 
THEY SOLD PROPERTY AND POSSES-
SIONS TO GIVE TO ANYONE WHO HAD 
NEED. EVERY DAY THEY CONTINUED 
TO MEET TOGETHER IN THE TEMPLE 
COURTS. THEY BROKE BREAD IN THEIR 
HOMES AND ATE TOGETHER WITH 
GLAD AND SINCERE HEARTS, PRAISING 
GOD AND ENJOYING THE FAVOR OF 
ALL THE PEOPLE. AND THE LORD ADD-
ED TO THEIR NUMBER DAILY THOSE 
WHO WERE BEING SAVED. ACTS 2:42-47

ABOUT  
THE WOODS CHURCH

FOR OVER 50 YEARS, the people of The Woods 
Church have witnessed the power of Christ 
resurrecting lives and resurrecting communities. 
Our inspiration comes from the first church where 
we read about a group of dedicated, passionate 
people, who base their entire lives around Jesus. 
When we look at scripture, it’s undeniable that 
God’s intention for the church was so much 
bigger than gathering together once a week. It’s 
only when we allow Christ to transform every 
aspect of our lives that we experience church. 

We gather together to worship because this 
is church. We strive to serve our neighbors in 
Macomb County because this is church. We 
build global partnerships because this is church.
We support each other and live in community 
because this is church. We invest in our children 
because this is church. We train and equip our 
students because this is church. In a world 
desperate for hope, we are committed to see 
lives resurrected because this is church.
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2,970  
attended Christmas and 
Christmas Eve services 

in 2015.
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WE MUST...
We must consistently invite our friends and family 
members to our weekend services where they 
will encounter Jesus and the message of love and 
forgiveness he brings. 

We must double the amount of people who are 
a part of the Dream Team so we can reach and 
serve a greater number of the 500K people in 
Macomb county who don’t know Jesus.

We must exponentially increase our kids space in 
order to serve a greater number of families in the 
Chesterfield community and surrounding areas. 

We must form new partnerships, think and act 
creatively, develop additional campus pastors, 
worship, and tech teams.

There are some 
things we’ve  
realized we  
must do in order 

to fulfill God’s call on our 
church. Keep an eye  
out for these in the  
coming pages.

81 
were baptized in 2016.

1307 
= average weekly 

attendance.

WEEKENDS
The church gathers on the weekends to worship Jesus and invite our friends 
and community to experience Him. We love weekend services because it allows 
us to carve out time to encounter Jesus in a transformative way. Our goal is to 
consistently create space where anyone who walks in can move from observation to 
participation. Those who hear the Word of God, incorporate it into their lives. Those 
who hear words of praise and worship, allow it to transform their hearts. 

Our prayer is that anyone attending The Woods Church would choose to return 
because their longing for hope and peace is being met by the love of Jesus; 
because they experience the joy, excellence, and biblical application that draws 
each of us close to Him. 

We strive to create an environment that helps connect people to God. Whether it’s 
through music, the arts, or technology, our services are shaped to inspire people, 
and deepen their relationship with Christ.

7

What if we experienced double-digit 
percentage growth at each of our Woods 
Church campuses because people who’ve 
never heard the message of Jesus were 
encountering Jesus through life changing 
worship experiences?

What if our Chesterfield campus could 
increase their Sunday morning impact to 
families in their community by teaching, and 
caring for more than 100 kids during each 
worship service?

What if we increased the influence of Jesus’ 
message in Southeastern Michigan by 
continuing to launch new campuses?

WHAT IF...

There are some 
things we’re 
dreaming about. 
Asking big  

questions. Like, "What if...
this happened?" Read on 
to discover and ask these 
questions with us.
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WE MUST...
We must increase the reach of Jesus’ mission and ministry 
in our communities by moving beyond the walls of our 
church buildings. We will innovate new ways for us to 
serve our community so they will know God loves them 
and we love them.

We must develop space and Dream Team members to actively participate in the weekly 
receiving and distributing of hundreds of orders from our Sak Saum partnership.

We must provide and connect people with food, clothing and shelter to restore dignity 
and hope in their lives.

We must send out and equip an additional 300 Dream Team members who sieze the 
opportunity to use their passions and talents to influence the world for Jesus locally, 
nationally, and globally.

What if every campus was connected to a local elementary 
school where they could encourage and support their teachers, 
administrators, and families; demonstrating Jesus’ love with our 
hands, time, and resources?

What if we raised the dignity of people and partnered with Sak 
Saum in a mission of restoration by becoming the North American 
distribution center for products crafted by women, men, and children 
who have been rescued from exploitation?

What if we battled poverty and hopelessness by serving those in 
our community who lack the most basic resources of food, clothing, 
and shelter.

What if we doubled the amount of people who were a 
part of The Woods Church Dream Team and connected 
each person to an opportunity to regularly serve 
through their time and talents?

WHAT IF...
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$250,903 
given to local and global 

missions in 2016.

INFLUENCE
Influencing others is a crucial part of our DNA at The Woods 
Church. We give our time and talents to extend God’s love 
in our kids’ and student ministries, in our guest services 
teams, in groups, in the arts, and in caring for our facilities. 
It’s also extended to our neighborhoods and workplaces; 
in our community locally and globally. We are committed to 
influencing others through the message and love of Jesus, 
because this is church. 

We want every person at The Woods Church to recognize they 
have been crafted and created by God, and know they are an 
important part of the church body. Through this, we 
can truly become a part of His ministry and 
mission of reaching our community, because 
this is church.

1,800 
Christmas gifts donated 
to struggling families in 

Macomb.

 21 
people went on a global 

missions trip over the 
past year.
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 579
Dream Team members 

serve campuses weekly.
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640 
people experienced 

community in groups.

Over 76 
people were connected 
to a group for the first 

time.
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We must provide on-ramp opportunities to connect with groups and 
classes at a variety of times, days, and locations.

We must be willing to move beyond the comfort of our building and 
think creatively about how to connect to people where they are currently 
doing life.

We must intentionally invite new people into our group experience, step 
out in faith and launch new groups, and create classes designed for 
those new to Jesus where they can learn and grow.

We must commit to actively growing in intimacy with God through prayer, 
serving, studying and applying God’s word to our lives.

WE MUST...

36 
groups meet inside the 

church,

33
meet at outside 

locations.

GROUPS
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At The Woods Church, we believe that “circles are better than rows.” It’s only when 
we experience community with each other, and are open with one another, that 
Christ-centered transformation can take place in our lives. While isolation breeds 
loneliness, groups foster rich community. 

Together, we are committed to supporting one another through prayer, study, and 
worship. We help each other take steps to be more like Jesus, and realize what it 
means to celebrate together, cry together, and care for one another.

What if we exponentially raised the value 
of community with each other and doubled 
the number of kids, students and adults 
who move beyond the weekly worship 
experience and are connected to a group 
where they pray, learn and get to know 
one another?

What if we increased the influence and 
presence of Jesus in our community by 
having 50% of our groups meet off-site at 
schools, work places, local restaurants, 
coffee shops, or homes?

What if those of us who are already a part of a group intentionally looked to 
connect new guests and new believers to a group or class experience?

What if each of us owned our personal relationship with Jesus and looked for 
ways, both privately and corporately, to grow daily and weekly with Jesus?

WHAT IF...



123 
new families have 

begun attending The 
Woods Church in 

2016.

What if every kid was influenced and 
discipled by 3 adults each Sunday?

What if we were able to offer a 
safe place where children with 
special needs could learn, grow, and 
experience church on a regular basis? 
According to statistics about 90% of 
families with a special needs child do not 
actively participate in a church community.

What if every kid who journeys through KIDS ministry is 
invited to receive Jesus as their Savior and be baptized?

What if parents were the largest spiritual influence in 
their kid's life?

What if we doubled the number of kids coming into the 
life of KIDS ministry?

WHAT IF...

14

WE MUST...
We must partner with parents and our 
students to double our Dream Team 
volunteers in KIDS ministry each week 
at each of our three campuses. 

We must partner parents and volunteers 
to establish a plan suitable for each 
unique kid.

We must create pathways for kids to 
encounter Jesus and grow in their relationship with Him 
both inside and outside of our regular worship experiences.

We must strengthen families through shared experiences and equip
parents to be able to have on-going spiritual conversations with their kids.

We must invest in opportunities to influence our local communities and 
create high energy, engaging experiences in our programming across all 
three campuses.

32 
kids were baptized  

at The Woods Church 
in 2016.

KIDS
Our KIDS ministry at The Woods Church engages every child 
from birth to 5th grade. It is our goal to allow children to learn 
about the love of Jesus from the youngest of ages. We do this 
through partnering with parents, creating dynamic worship 
experiences, focusing on the individual child’s needs, and 
providing a safe, fun learning environment. We believe that your 
children are the future of the church, and therefore investing in 
their lives is a huge priority.
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15  
little ones were dedicated
by their parents in 2016.

DID YOU KNOW...
...that our KIDS ministry provides parents 
with Weekly Parent Ques? These resources 
outline the month’s memory verse, biblical 
truth, and life application to help inspire God-
based conversations throughout the week. 
Our prayer is that church is a 7-day a week 
experience even for the youngest believers, 
and equipping our parents is key!

94 
Dream Team 

members invested 
their time to help 
make kids service 

happen.



WE MUST...
We must raise up new leaders and equip them to 
make an investment in the next generation.

We must launch dozens of new groups in our schools 
and communities that intentionally engage students who 
have never heard the message of Jesus.

We must invite and create on-ramp opportunities for 
new students to get connected to a weekly group. 

We must raise up student leaders who will take 
ownership of their faith and lead in the church 
and community.

40
adult mentors 

invested in students 
on a weekly basis.

Over 170
new students walked 

through Element’s 
doors this year.

75
students served in the 

church, locally and 
globally in 2016.
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STUDENTS
Element Student Ministries has played a vital role in developing 
a lasting faith in our students. Connecting them with each other 
through groups, and growing spiritually through trips, retreats, 
and worship experiences, ESM students have been incredibly 
strengthened in their relationship with Jesus. 

Next year, we are aspiring to see more growth. There are many 
schools in our area with students growing up in a post-Christian 
society. Anxiety, depression, pornography, and busyness plague 
their lives. Students are looking for acceptance and love in all 
of the wrong places, and they need to experience hope, love, 
and a God who desires a relationship with them. We must equip 
our current students, and resource parents. We must increase 
our reach, and grow numerically. Together we must reach the 
next generation.

140 
students connect

with each other weekly 
through ESM, to discover  
and apply God's truth to  

their lives.
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What if every student had an adult 
mentor to consistently invest into their 
life through encouragement, prayer, 
and discipleship?

What if we created group 
opportunities outside the church walls 
where unchurched students would be 
introduced to Jesus for the first time? 

What if we doubled the amount of 
students gathering together to study 
God’s word, pray, and connect with 
one another?

What if we helped more students put 
their faith into action through serving 
initiatives both near and far?

WHAT IF...
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As we have for nearly 50 years, we are intentionally moving toward a way of 
living defined by compassion and generosity motivated by God’s love. This isn't 
about giving money to a specific project or goal—though we hope to accomplish a 
lot of those in the next few years. This is about each of us examining our hearts and 
determining to live in such a way that generosity defines us. Changes our DNA. 
Shapes our choices. 

What if for the next two years, we all come together and do our part? 
What if we all give to one mission out of which all the work of the church is 
supported? One fund that will provide everything from maintaining the beautiful 
campuses we already have, as well as provide for kids, students, groups and more. 
One bucket of resources that, if filled, gives us the opportunity to turn all our "What 
ifs" into realities.

You've probably heard it said that to be healthy, fads don't work. Being healthy 
requires a lifestyle change. One visit to the gym and a single salad won't do the 
job. It requires consistent, daily discipline to eat well and exercise to be healthy. 

Generosity works the same way. Giving daily of yourself, your time, your talent and 
your resources will develop in you the kind of generous spirit—a spirit of love—that 
enables all of us to advance the cause of Christ in Macomb County, in a way that 
none of us could do on our own.

As each of us takes the next step God is asking of us in terms of generosity 
together, we will fuel the work of Jesus through The Woods Church. Life change, 
hope and healing, that's our focus, through the weekend experience, serving, 
discipleship, teaching kids and training students.

So what does this mean for you? 
Where do you go from here? We 
hope this guide is a tool that spurs 
you on to discover what your next 
step is. Those steps will look 
different for each of us, but the 
impact will be huge. Take your step 
and watch to see what God will do!

WHAT NOW?
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GIVING SNAPSHOT

2016 2017 GOAL

$1,777,190
OPERATING

DOLLARS

$179,094
IMPACT PROJECT

DOLLARS

$2,400,000

Being generous is 

EASY
when it's a one-time 
thing. But it's a lot 

more effective when 
it becomes a way of 

LIFE. 

One church. 
One mission.

One fund.

BECAUSE 
#THISISCHURCH

$1,956,284



CONSISTENT 
You might not have ever given anything to The Woods Church, or you currently give 
occasionally. Make your first gift, or next gift and plan to give regularly.

PERCENTAGE
Maybe you’ve given occasionally, or you give regularly. Accept the challenge to give 
in the same way you budget for other expenses: consistent percentages of your 
income. Will you move from giving something, to giving 2%, 5%, 7%, consistently?

TITHING
What if you accepted the biblical challenge to test God's faithful character by giving 
10% of your income (tithe) consistently?

FEARLESS
Are you currently tithing, giving 10%? What might your next step of love look like? 
What if you increased your percentage giving to 11%, 13%, or even 20%? Perhaps 
you’re already giving beyond your tithe. What is your fearless goal for the next 
two years?

TIP: Wherever you are on the Giving Steps, consider additional resources God 
has blessed you with (like savings, stocks, etc.) that He might be asking you to 
give to His work through The Woods Church.

20

CONSISTENT

PERCENTAGE

TITHING

GIVING STEPS
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I will give more 
than 10% of 
my income. 

I will give  
10% of my  
income.

I will begin 
to give a 

percentage of 
my income.

I will begin 
to give 

consistently.

The Giving Steps are a tool designed to help each of us focus on the attitudes of  
our hearts. Each step represents growth in a lifestyle of generosity and sacrifice.  
These are not steps you ascend to get closer to God, but are a simple way for you  
to evaluate your personal growth in generosity. The Bible encourages us to grow in 
every aspect of our walk with Jesus, including the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 8:7).

FEARLESS



WHAT'S NEXT?
PRAY. 
You might feel ready to give right here and now. That’s great! But 
most of us will need time over the coming weeks to think and 
process through where we are and what God will want us to do 
next. Spend time in prayer each day this month.

TURN IN YOUR COUNT ME IN CARD. 
Evaluate and consider what next giving step you're going to take. 
There is no one-size-fits-all formula, no quick accounting, no 
percentage target. This isn’t something set in stone, but it will help 
us plan and be strategic about what we are able to achieve together 
for God’s purposes.

CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING. 
Online giving is an easy way to help fulfill your giving commitment. 
If you happen to miss a Sunday service, or forget the checkbook, 
you can still stay consistent with your goal. Online giving is safe 
and secure, and great for keeping track of your tax-deductible 
donations. To set up a recurring or one time donation online, head 
to thewoodschurch.org/give.
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GROUPS

INFLUENCE

WEEKEND

17¢

16¢

35¢

FOR EVERY DOLLAR YOU GIVE,  
HERE'S WHERE IT GOES.
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STUDENTS

16¢

KIDS

16¢
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John Smith faithfully gives 10% of his $50,000 salary.

After praying through this series, John feels led to become a  
generous giver, increasing his gift to 15%.

This final number is John's projected giving for the next two years 
of his church membership.
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TAKE THE NEXT STEP

After praying about your commitment, take the next step and fill out the 
attached “Count Me In” card. Using the example below as a guide, you can 
combine your normal giving with your expanded generosity, for an overview 
of your two year giving journey.

MY PROJECTED GIVING
CALCULATE HERE

$5,000

$2,500

$7,500

$15,000

I'm taking this step today and 
moving to this level of giving:CONSISTENTPERCENTAGETITHING
FEARLESS

What I Normally Give Each Year (tithes, offerings, missons, special gifts)

My Expanded Annual Generosity

x 2 years =

Through my faith in God's provision, my 
intention is to give to TWC.

+

=

A

B

C



“YOU WILL BE ENRICHED IN EVERY WAY 
SO THAT YOU CAN BE GENEROUS ON 
EVERY OCCASION, AND THROUGH US 

YOUR GENEROSITY WILL RESULT IN 
THANKSGIVING TO GOD.” 

-2 CORINTHIANS 9:11




